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Massification
Burgeoning Student enrolments

• 132 million tertiary students in 2004 (UIS); China 
and India doubled enrolments in past 10 yrs 

• Declining state budgets; inability to meet demand

• APRs 40-50% needed with a view to development, 
some developing countries below 5%
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Diversification: Private HE

• Private HE fastest growing sub-sector

• Some countries (Japan, South Korea) enrol 
80% of students in PHEIs

• For-profit sector new examples: Whitney 
International University System: mass access 
to quality HE at low price
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Student Mobility

• 2.4 million students went abroad in 2004:
African students most mobile (1 out of 16)

• Three-fold increase since 1980

• Global Student Mobility 2025 Report: demand 
for international education will increase to 7.2 
million students in 2025
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Mobility of Programmes/Institutions
• 33% of all international students enrolled in Australian 

institutions studied from their country in 2004 (up from 24% 
in 1996)

• China: 9-fold increase in foreign programmes between 1995-
2003;

Singapore: more undergraduate students accessed a foreign 
programme from Singapore than studied abroad in 2000

• Diversification of learners: life-long, adults, learners at a 
distance etc.

• Growth in cross-border higher education: ICT enhanced 
CBHE likely to become most significant development



10

International Online Courses: Issues

• Is international online higher education the answer to 
expanding access to HE in the developing world?

• What policies can governments and institutions adopt 
to make CBHE make a positive contribution?

• What about rising challenges in QA and QR: Bogus 
institutions, degree mills, low quality provision…?
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International responses

• UNESCO Global Forum

• UNESCO/OECD Guidelines

• QA in Distance Education (a number of new 
initiatives internationally)

• UNESCO Portal of HEIs
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UNESCO’s Global Forum on Quality 
Assurance, Accreditation and the Recognition 

of Qualifications

• Platform for dialogue & policy debate: 
“Higher Education and Globalisation” (Paris, 2002)

• Promoter of capacity-building:
“Widening Access to Quality Higher Education” (Paris, 
2004)

• Developing information tools for student protection:
“Learners and new higher education spaces” (Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, 13-14 September 2007)
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QA in Distance Education

New initiatives:
• E-excellence (EADTU)

• Address quality and OERS

• Develop international criteria of best practice 
for cross-border higher education distance 
learning programmes (UNESCO, COL, 
OBHE)
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The Commonwealth
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The Small States
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Challenges for Small States

• Small – limited resources

• Tyranny of transport

• Climate change
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“Sinking islanders facing mass evacuation”

“Tuvalu is drowning”

“The Fate of Small Islands: Perchance to Drown?”
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Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth
P A R T I C I P A T I N G   C O U N T R I E S
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14th Conference of Commonwealth 
Education Ministers
(Halifax, Canada, 2000)

• Focus on development

• The dotcom frenzy
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Q.

How can the Small States engage with 
the online world of education?
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Q.

How can the Small States engage with 
the online world of education?

A.

Work together

Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth
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. . . a linking structure . . .
to help build human capacity and strengthen 

countries
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The Virtual University for Small States 

of the Commonwealth

is

the countries

and their institutions!
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Mauritius VUSSC Boot Camp – August 2006

“negotiated collaborative contents”
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Boot Camps Planning Sessions



COL's WikiEducator

We're turning 
the digital divide
into digital 
dividends using 
free content
and open 
networks. We 
hope you can 
help us.
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Free content

• Free in all respects
• - alter
• - use
• - distribute
• - use for profit
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Recognition
across the 

world?

Transnational
Qualifications
Framework
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Global and Regional 
Frameworks for Quality 

Assurance and the Recognition 
of Qualifications
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Master 
Qualifications Framework for 

the VUSSC
(with the help of the South African 

Qualifications Authority)
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Education to reach everyone

With or without
computers,
Bandwidth, 
or Classrooms
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Stop re-inventing the wheel!

Use
Open Educational Resources
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Let’s share teaching like 
we share research!
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If each EADTU institution 
volunteered to make all or part of 
its learning material available for 
free use and adaptation we could 
quickly build up a tremendous 
resource for academics in the 

developing world.
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Material must be licensed:

CC-BY-SA
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Your institutions might 
also want to sign the

Cape Town Declaration 
on 

Open Education
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Thank you


