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A community for learning and teaching, research and Innovation in Distance Education





…and all over the Commonwealth!



The Commonwealth of LearningThe Commonwealth of Learning

WHAT IS IT FOR?WHAT IS IT FOR?
To help Commonwealth governments andTo help Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use various technologies to 

improve and expand learning forimprove and expand learning for 
development 



Charles Sturt University: Dubbo Campus CQ University: Bundaberg CampusCharles Sturt University: Dubbo Campus  CQ University: Bundaberg Campus

University of Southern Queensland: 
Toowoomba Campus: Allison Dickson Lecture Massey UniversityToowoomba Campus: Allison Dickson Lecture 

Theatre
Massey University



The University of New England, Armidale



What kind of Research?



Research Training: PRESTResearch Training: PREST

www.col.org/resources/publications/
trainingresources/Pages/PREST.aspx



What are Open Education Resources 
(OERs)?(OERs)?

Materials that areMaterials that are
 Free and freely available
 Suitable for all levels
 Reusable Reusable
Digital



Interactions in learning

(Meta-analysis by Bernard et al.2009)

Student <> Content

Student <> Student

Student <> TeacherStudent <> Teacher



Interactions in learning

(Meta-analysis by Bernard et al.)

Student <> Content   # 1

Student <> Student   # 2

Student <> Teacher # 3Student <> Teacher  # 3



The Virtual
University
for
Small States
of theof the 
Commonwealth



this courseware is mine to this courseware is 
for (open) mining
1.MIT: Open Coursewarep

sharing knowledge

2  UKOU  O  L2. UKOU: Open Learn
sharing learning

3. VUSSC: Collaborative content
sharing learning and teachingsharing learning and teaching



Goal 8: Digital DivideGoal 8: Digital Divide





COL initiativesCOL initiatives

STAMP 2000  STAMP 2000+ 
CCNCCCNC
OER 4OSOERs4OS



Commonwealth Computer 
Navigator’s CertificateNavigator s Certificate

 Module 1 - Basic Concepts of ICTsModule 1 Basic Concepts of ICTs
Module 2 - Using a Computer and Managing 
Files
Module 3 - Word Processing
Module 4 - Spreadsheetsp
Module 5 - Database
Module 6 - Presentation
Module 7 - Information and Communication



Fostering CollaborationFostering Collaboration

20 sets 
OERS Print

5 sets 
Multi 
Media 

100 
Master 

Teachers 
Trained

20 sets Online

OERs Trained



Development of DE resourcesDevelopment of DE resources

Instructional design, 
multimedia design, g ,
editing etc.20%

80%

Academic authoring time



Development of OERsDevelopment of OERs

Authoring shared 
among participating 
institutions/ 
individuals

Mackintosh



Potential advantages of using OERsPotential advantages of using OERs

 Saves time and moneySaves time and money
 Fosters global knowledge exchange
 Supports capacity development Supports capacity development
 Raise the quality of education



Why are OERs not being used?Why are OERs not being used?

Lack of awarenessLack of awareness
No ownershipNo ownership
Limited capacity



What can Institutions do?What can Institutions do?

develop an institutional policy on develop an institutional policy on 
use of OERs?
overcome the gap between 

traditional institutional structures traditional institutional structures 
and a decentralised approach?
provide incentives to faculty?
d fi  i ht li i ?define copyright policies?



More IssuesMore Issues

 How to deepen the impact of OERs in the How to deepen the impact of OERs in the 
developing world?
 Turn passive consumers into active producers Turn passive consumers into active producers 

of content?
 Technology for innovation? Technology for innovation?



Reaching the unreached



THANK YOU


