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PREFACE

Emerging Trends in the Development of School
Networking Initiatives

Historically, the learning process took place within institutions such as schools,
universities and colleges. The need to be part of such institutions was driven by the notion
that access to information and knowledge was only possible by being present where the
teacher was. New developments in information and communications technologies (ICTs)
and their application to education and training have increasingly allowed learners to
access information and knowledge from different sources.

The ability to access and process information using ICT is seen as an important and
necessary part of any education and training system. In the developed world, the school
component of the education and training system has made massive strides to ensure that
all learners have access to information and technology. In the developing world, access
is much more difficult due to limitations of the technology and the lack of infrastructure,
good information resources and skilled teachers.

In addressing the issue of access to ICT and its use in the school system, many developed
and developing countries have embarked on school networking initiatives. Schoolnets
can be defined as the entities that facilitate collaboration between schools using ICT.
However, in many countries, schoolnets as organised entities do not exist, but the
activities generally associated with school networking are being carried out. These
activities include:

* Soliciting hardware and software for schools

» Getting schools to collaborate on education initiatives using technology
» Networking to share electronic and other resources

 Training teachers in the use of technology

» Using technology for school management and administration

» Advocating the use of technology to support educational systems

Therefore, this report notes developments within countries and regions in the area of
school networking.

The models for such school networking vary among countries. This report focuses on
school networking models that have emerged in different regions and the emerging trends

and issues that need to be considered. How are schoolnets and their infrastructure being
used? How can they be used to support the process of learning, teaching, management

vii
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and teacher training? Schoolnets in developing countries have also been driven by the
need to support the attainment of quality education at both the primary and secondary
levels.

For this publication in COL’s Perspectives Series, seven authors were invited to undertake
regional scans of school networking developments in the following regions:

Africa

The Americas: North, Central and South America

Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States

The Middle East

The Pacific Region: Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands
South Asia

Southeast Asia

The Commonwealth of Learning was fortunate to have attracted seven reputable authors
and two experienced editors to provide a valuable international scan of school networking
developments.

Sir John Daniel

President and CEO
Commonwealth of Learning
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