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The need for high quality legislative drafters is one of the most pressing legal needs in the Pacific Region. Several international and regional organisations provide practical support for specific legislative drafting projects, but there is also a need to build the legislative drafting capacity of those working in various government sectors.
The University of the South Pacific (USP) has for many years offered the premier qualification in legislative drafting in the South Pacific, namely, the Professional Diploma in Legislative Drafting (PDLD). The PDLD is a 30 week program in which participants learn practical skills in translating government policies into clear and effective laws that can be understood and applied by a variety of stakeholders.

For 2008, The Commonwealth of Learning (COL) has agreed to fund a number of regional students from Commonwealth countries to undertake the PDLD. The funding will be used to sponsor successful applicants by covering the full tuition fees for the program.
Because COL funding is limited, applications will be assessed on a competitive basis. The factors to be considered in awarding the scholarships include: academic merit; past and present experience in legislative drafting; citizenship of a USP member country that is also a member of the Commonwealth of Nations; and the capacity of applicants to meet the cost of attending the compulsory residential drafting workshop in Suva in November 2008. Citizens of non-Commonwealth countries (including, at present, Fiji) are not eligible for sponsorship.
In addition, to maximize the long-term effectiveness of the scholarships, applicants must agree to be mentored for the duration of the PDLD program by an experienced legislative drafter; and to refund the value of the sponsorship in the event that the applicant does not complete the PDLD program successfully.
Any person who is interested in enrolling for the PDLD program in 2008 should complete two forms: (1) the PDLD application form, which is available from Mrs Prem Shekhar (at the address identified on the following sheet); and (2) a Scholarship Application Form, which is attached. Anyone who has already submitted a PDLD application form will automatically be sent a Scholarship Application Form.
USP School of Law is very grateful to COL for the support they have shown for the PDLD program, and we look forward to the possibility of similar partnerships in future years.
Brian Opeskin

Professor of Law

Head of School

28 February 2008
‘COMMONWEALTH OF LEARNING’
SCHOLARSHIP IN LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING 2008
APPLICATION FORM
Please provide all information requested in this form, even if you have supplied it in your application for admission to the PDLD program: admission to the program and the COL scholarship are being administered separately.

Have you attached the following documents?
(
Photocopy of passport (Section A)

(
Official academic transcripts (Section B)

(
Two referees reports (Section E)
Part A:  Personal details
Please attach photocopy of passport

	Name: 
	Surname:
	First Name:

	Postal Address:
	

	Residential Address:

(if different from above)
	

	Email address:
	

	Telephone:
	Home:
	Work:

	Facsimile:
	

	Demographics
	Age
	Sex:

	Country of residence
	

	Country of citizenship
	

	Are you a citizen of a Commonwealth country? (Fijian citizens are not eligible for sponsorship) Please tick
	Yes:
	No:


Part B:  Educational qualifications
Please attach official academic transcripts

	Qualification/Degree
	Institution/University
	Year Awarded

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Part C:  Professional work experience
	Job title
	Name of employer
	Period of employment

	Current:


	
	

	Previous 1:


	
	

	Previous 2:


	
	


Part D:  Experience in legislative drafting
	Please tick (() the relevant boxes
	YES
	NO

	Does your current employment require you to provide legislative drafting services?

If yes, provide details.

	
	

	Did any previous employment require you to provide legislative drafting services?

If yes, provide details.

	
	

	Will any expected future employment in the next two years require you to provide legislative drafting services?

If yes, provide details.

	
	


Part E:  Professional referees
Please attach written references from two referees. The references must comment on your general suitability for the PDLD and explain its relevance to your employment. One referee should be from your current employer.
	Name of Referee
	Position
	Contact details
(email and telephone)

	Current employer:


	
	

	Other professional referee:


	
	


Part F:  Alternative funding
Preference will be given to applicants who can meet the cost of attending the residential drafting workshop. If these costs will be covered by your employer, please attach a letter of support.
	Please tick (() the relevant boxes
	YES
	NO

	The cost of attending the compulsory residential drafting workshop (including travel, accommodation and subsistence) will be met by my employer or by me personally.
	
	


Part G:  Declaration
	Please tick (() the relevant boxes
	YES
	NO

	I certify that all the information in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I acknowledge that the University reserves the right to deny my admission or cancel my registration if the above information is incorrect or incomplete.
	
	

	I undertake to pay to USP the value of any scholarship awarded to me if I do not satisfactorily complete the PDLD program in 2008.
	
	

	I agree to be mentored by a legislative drafter for the duration of the PDLD program if I am awarded a scholarship.
	
	

	Signature:

	Date:




Please return the completed form by fax or by email (as a scanned PDF document) to:

Mrs Prem Shekhar, Suva Division, School of Law, University of the South Pacific, Laucala Campus, Suva, FIJI.
Tel:+(679) 3232980; Fax: +(679) 3232998; Email: shekhar_p@usp.ac.fj
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