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The Singapore Statement
Preamble

In pursuance of the common aims of harnessing the potential of eLearning and ICTs to bring
quality education and training to our fellow citizens, we the participants of the Orientation and
Planning meeting on ‘Virtual University, Flexible Learning’ held at the National Institute of
Education in Singapore from 12-16 September 2005, agree in principle to cooperate in the
creation of a Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth (VUSSC). We will work
together in course development and supplementation, staff and systems development, research,
and distance education management within the framework of existing academic activities and in
consonance with the overall objectives of our respective ministries and institutions/organisations.

The Statement

Recognising the need for providing opportunities for expanded access to education and training
for human resource development in our countries as well as in other member states of the
Commonwealth;

Convinced that existing capacities both human and institutional in the use of open and distance
learning and ICT-enhanced education for both the on-campus and distance learner need to be
enhanced;

Committed to delivering quality education and training programs that can be implemented
widely in Commonwealth countries and that will be recognised by participating institutions; and
Determined to promote regional collaboration and partnerships;

We, the undersigned, constitute ourselves as a consortium and recommend that

e aTechnical Steering Committee be set up to coordinate and implement the VUSSC
initiative. Meetings would be held via electronic as well as in face to face mode. All
developments to be reported to Ministers on an ongoing basis as well as at the 16™
CCEM in 2006.

e astrategic plan be developed with appropriate proposals for funding

e amechanism be set up for ongoing discussion and information-sharing. This would
include all information relating to members of the core group as well as available
infrastructure and resources in each country and will be updated regularly

e acoordination committee/focal point be nominated in each participating
country/institution to steer the VUSSC proposal through the various statutory bodies and
organise and oversee course development and delivery

e multiple media courses be developed in the areas of Teacher Education, Information and
Communications Technology, Information Systems, Tourism and Hospitality, Nursing
and Health Care, Technical and Vocational Education and Training & Life Skills,

"~ Management & Public Administration, Agriculture and Fisheries.
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e course development processes be initiated and short courses developed/adapted in the
next one year. Course proposals will be submitted by December 2005 and complete
courses developed by September 2006 for presentation to the core group by November
2006.

e the course materials developed will be available to all members of the consortium free

* all partners take such steps as are necessary to facilitate the effective and efficient
administrative and operational implementation of the program

e COL facilitate appropriate linkages with existing bodies such as CKLN, PANet etc
pan-Commonwealth standards and credit transfer mechanism be developed based on
existing standards and protocols.
other small states be allowed to join the consortium in the future

e training programs be initiated for capacity-building in content development and delivery.
Specific areas to include eLearning and Instructional Design.

Having taken note of the core princi F':ICS of the VUSSC and the recommendations made by the
ministers of education during the 15" CCEM held in Scotland in October 2003, we the
undersigned agree that:

a) Our countries and institutions will work together, by sharing resources, experiences and
expertise in order to meet the educational and training needs of our learners by providing
quality education and training in a cost-effective manner.

b) We support COL’s commitment to undertake the necessary coordination and quality
control, to provide or secure access to the necessary external expertise, and to facilitate
networking.

¢) We will have regular consultations in the process of developing and implementing the
program(s).

d) We commit to participate in the program(s) by making available, within the capacities of

each of our countries and institutions, the resources necessary to provide a quality-
learning environment for our students.
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Stewart Marshall Date
Director of Distance Education
Distance Education Centre (UWIDEC)
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Idamay Deﬂw Date
Deputy Chigf Education Offjicer

Ministry of Education, Youth Affairs and Sports
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Maude! Hyde : Date

Chief Education Officer

Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports
and Culture
Belize
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DanW Date

Director
Botswana College of Distance and
Open Learning (BOCODOL)
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Dr. Charal rasidas Date
Executi irector

Centre for the Advancement of Research
& Development in Educational Technology/Intercollege
Cyprus
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Seni nning Officer
~—" Ministry of Education, Sports & Youth Affairs,

Sports and HRD
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Dr. Jghn A. Browne Date /
Advisor to the Minister of Education
Ministry of Education
Guyana
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The Honourable Dr. Donald Rhodd Date
Minister of State and Member of
Parliament
Jamaica
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Dr. Nisibane Ntlatlapa Date :

Head of Department: Mathematics and
Computer Science

National University of Lesotho,
Lesotho
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Khadeeja Adam Date
Executive Director

Department of Higher Education and Training
Ministry of Higher Education, Employment

and Social Security

Maldives
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Alberts Date
Executive Secretary
Namibian Open Learning Network Trust
Namibia
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Perive Lené Date ' ’
Chief Executive Officer

Samoa Polytechnic

Samoa

Mike Morris Chadstone. Date
Director General for Educational Technology
Ministry of Education and Youth

Republic of Seychelles
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Osmond Petty & Date /

Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Education & Youth
St. Kitts & Nevis
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Cathronea Augier-Gill Date
Curriculum Officer Information Technology

Ministry of Education, Human Resources

Development, Youth and Sports
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Dr Alson Jack . Date

Principal of Teachers” College
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
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Ifhz. Walter S.C. Sukati Date
Acting Pro Vice-Chancellor
University of Swaziland,

Swaziland
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Musa Sowe Date ‘

Director for Tertiary/Higher Education
Department of State for Education,
The Gambia

Si’atukimoana Fakafanua Vaea Tonga Date
Planning Officer and A/Deputy Principal

Ministry of Education,

Tonga
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Lystrﬁ Sampson-Ovid Dafe/

Project Manager
Ministry of Education

Trinidad & Tobago
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Karen Rosemin Dat 7
Director Distance Learning Se iat

Ministry of Science, Technology &
Tertiary Education

Trinidad & Tobago
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Katalina Pasiale Taloka Date

Director of Education
Department of Education
Tuavalu
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Gralyle n Lapi Date

Distance Education Officer
Ministry of Education
Vanuatu
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