Glen M. Farrell

Glen Farrell has recently retired as the founding President and CEO of the Open Learning Agency (OLA), a comprehensive distance education organization in British Columbia that provides access to education and training opportunities, using print and a variety of information and communication technologies which include the Knowledge Network of B.C. He is now involved in international consultancies and project management with international clients.

 Farrell has a M.Sc. and a Ph.D. in adult education from the University of Wisconsin and 
a B.Sc. in agriculture and an LL.D.(Hon.) from the University of Saskatchewan.  Prior to becoming President of OLA in 1988, he held a number of positions, including President of the Knowledge Network, Director of University Extension and Community Relations at the University of Victoria and Professor of Education at the University of Saskatchewan.

Dr. Farrell’s expertise in distance education and the management of innovative organizations has involved him as a consultant on change and reform in education systems and the use of technology for such organizations as The Commonwealth of Learning, Industry Canada, The World Health Organization, Schoolnet India, Technikon South Africa, the Minnesota Commission for Higher Education, the Australian Vice-Chancellors Association, the Open University of Hong Kong, the Ministry of Education in Brunei Darussalam, University of Swaziland, Universitas Terbuka in Indonesia and the East China Normal University in Shanghai.

He is the author of numerous papers and has made presentations at conferences around the world and is currently leading a task force that is considering the development of a Commonwealth Virtual University to serve small Commonwealth states. 

As President of OLA, he was active in organizations such as the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, the Council of Western Canadian University Presidents and the Association for Tele-Education in Canada. He has also served on the governing boards of such diverse organizations as Elderhostel Canada, The Pacific Rim Institute for Tourism, Sask.Tel., Royal Roads University and the Association for Tele-Education in Canada.

In 2001 Dr. Farrell led a team of experts that was commissioned by the Commonwealth of Learning to examine the current developments influencing the evolution of virtual education systems. The report produced by the study team is the focus of this keynote panel presention.
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